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Greta Thunberg 
 

 

After a two-week journey sailing across the Atlantic Ocean, 16-year-old Swedish climate 
activist Greta Thunberg arrived at a marina in New York City. Thunberg says she didn't feel 
seasick once during the trip, despite rough weather that delayed her arrival one day. 

Thunberg said she hopes to spread awareness among Americans about what she calls "the 
climate crisis." She plans to join other activists for a climate protest in front of the United 
Nations on Friday. Thunberg is in the U.S. for the United Nations Climate Action Summit and 
says she sailed to avoid the greenhouse gas emissions that come with flying on a commercial 
airplane. Thunberg documented her journey on social media, including posts in rough seas with 
waves crashing over her. 

Thunberg says she first learned about climate change when she was 8 years old and 
became very concerned about the future of humanity. At age 11, she says, she was depressed and 
stopped talking and eating. "Later on I was diagnosed with Asperger's syndrome, OCD and 
selective mutism," she told people gathered for a 2018 TED Talk in Stockholm, Sweden. "That 
basically means I only speak when I think it's necessary. Now is one of those moments." 

On Aug. 20, 2018, Thunberg began skipping school every Friday and protesting by 
herself outside Sweden's parliament. She called it a school strike and demanded that adults do 
more about climate change. "I handed out fliers with a long list of facts about the climate crisis 
and explanations on why I was striking," she said. She talked about her strike on Twitter and 
Instagram, and protests quickly spread. 

Now, just one year later, students hold hundreds of school strikes every Friday around the 
world. Thunberg also has been nominated for a Nobel Peace Prize, addressed the United Nations 
climate conference in Poland and met Pope Francis. 

https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/un-climate-summit-2019.shtml
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-49349566
https://twitter.com/GretaThunberg
https://www.ted.com/talks/greta_thunberg_the_disarming_case_to_act_right_now_on_climate
https://www.fridaysforfuture.org/events/map
https://www.fridaysforfuture.org/events/map
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-47568227
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VFkQSGyeCWg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VFkQSGyeCWg
https://www.dw.com/en/pope-tells-greta-thunberg-to-carry-on-her-fight/a-48372358


The teenager makes the complicated issue of climate change sound simple. "If burning 
fossil fuels was so bad that it threatened our very existence, how could we just continue like 
before? Why were there no restrictions? Why wasn't it made illegal?" she asked in her TED Talk. 
Still, many teenagers around the globe are attracted to her message. 

She also plans to visit Canada and Mexico before traveling to Chile for a climate 
conference in December. Thunberg's family says she's taking a break from school this year to 
focus on her climate activism. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Match the two parts of the sentences. 
  

1.      Greta has been nominated for a     a. when it’s necessary. 

2.      Thunberg wants to     b. for the UN Climate Action  

                                                                                                Summit. 

3.      She’s taking a break from school     c. to focus on her climate activism. 

4.      She went to the U.S.     d. Nobel Peace Prize. 

5.      Greta only speaks     e. spread awareness about climate  

                                                                                                 change. 

  
  
Answer the questions in complete sentences. 
  

1. How old was Greta when she first learned about climate change? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 



2. What is an activist? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why did she sail to the United States instead of flying on a plane? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

4. How did Greta protest? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What did she give to people during her protests and why? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

  
 


